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Aboriginals Department,
Adelaide, QOctober 1st, 1924,

Sir—I have the honor to submit this my report on the
working of the Aboriginals Department for the year ended
June 30th, 1924, also reports received from the Superin-
tendents of the Aboriginal Stations, and the Protector of
Aborigines for the Far North.

Point PEARCE STATION,

The farming and pastoral operations have given very
satisfactory results, showing a net profit for the year of
£1,004 19s. 1d.

There are 227 aborigines on this station, of whom only
sixteen are full-bloods. The health of the natives has been
fairly good. A suitable building has been sét apart for a
hospital, and the Aborigines’ Friends' Association has
kindly promised to supply a resident nurse, for which I
thank them. This will be a great advantage to the
institution.

The livestock on the station on June 30th, 1924, consisted
of 126 cattle, 4,213 sheep, 84 horses, and 34 pigs.

PoINT- M.cLEAY STATION,

The operations for the year show a loss of £3,005 1ls.
This is less than any previous year, and when it is remem-
bered that this station has a population of 282 aborigines,
on an area of 2,407 acres of land, it is satisfactory. The
number of {ull-blooded aborigines on this station is 38,
half-castes 244. These figures include aborigines living
in the immediate neighborhood along the Coorong. The
land is principally used for dairying and grazing, for which
it is well suited.

The livestock on the station on June 30th, 1924, consisted
of 284 cattle, 188 sheep, 32 horses, 42 pigs.

[ recommend that a small hospital be huilt at this station.
This would secure much better attention and care for the
sick, and obviate the necessity in many cases for patients
to be sent, as at present, to the Adelaide Hospital. The
Aborigines’ Friends’ Association kindly promise to supply
a nurse.
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More cottage accommodation is much needed; also a
dormitory for the girls and orphan boys. Bors who have
parents should be under their parents’ charge. if, by a
dormitory system, the parents were relieved of all responsi-
bility for their children, the greatest incentive to industry
on the part of the parents would be removed. This would
he an obvious mistake.

Kooniepa NissioN STATION.

I visited and insyected this station last October, and
wag pleased with the good work carried on there. There
are good sulstantial dormitory Luildings for the care of
the children. 1 regret, however, to notice that owing to
the unreliable nature of native lal or, the authorities are
being compelled to reduce the area under cultivation and
suhstitute sheep.

There are 149 aborigines on this station, of whom 65 are
half-castes.

MISSIONARIES.

The Aborigines Inland Mission have two lady missionaries,
Miss ¥. Brown and M.iss R. Hellyer, at Tarcoola. These
ladies visit the aborigines at Goldea and other camjs and
conduct religious meetings. Miss Anna Lock, another
ladv missionarv, is engaged in religious work amongst the
aborigines in the Oodnadatta district. Medicines have been
supplied to these missionaries for the sick by this depart-
ment,

OO01.DFA.

The Kast-West railway has created a problem here. In
the month of November 1 visited this district and saw
there about 80 aborigines. Altogether, between Ooldea
and Fowler's Bay there are about 2.0 aborigines, and
many of them make the natural soalage wells near Ooldea
their centre. The country is more or less a desert, and the
natural {food supplies for the aboriginal are scarce, conse-
quently these poor aborigines are almost entirely dependent
on the department for food. They are a low type. There
is no work lor their young men, except that they earn a
little money obtaining scalps of wild dogs. Thev gather
around the railway station looking for gifts of food from the
passing trains. The water obtained from the wells at
Ooldea is largely needed for the railway. Some provision
should be made for these aborigines, and 1rol & 1" the best
would be to grant them a reserve on the sea coast, where
thev could obtain fish. 1 hope shortly to be able to make
& definite recommendation concerning this matter.
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Tar Far Nortn,

There are about 2,000 aborigines north of Port Augusta
in South Australia, in addition to about 1,000 on the reserve
in the north-west corner of this State. Concerning the latter
little is known. Thev are awav from the influence of white
men. 1 have visited Oodnadatta and Marree and many
cattle stations in the neighborhood of the old Koppera-
manna Dission Station. At nearly all these stations I
found a few aborigines. The alle-bodied make themselves
useful, and are a} preciated as boundary riders, drovers,
etc. Ration deyots are estal lished for the old and infirm
and children. A practical and kindly interest is taken in
them by the yolice and station owners and managers.
Mr. George Aiston, of M.ulka Well, has been appointed in
an honorary ca acity as Protector of Aloriginals for this
district. He was for manv vears in the mounted police
at M.ungerannie, and has alwals taken a keen interest in
the aborigines. Generally the number of children is small
compared with the number of adults in the camy s I visited.

Work.

The aboriginal stations are not able to find work for all
the alle-bodied residents. The more comypetent and
industrious akorigines are more or less successful in obtain-
ing work elsewhere, but it is desirable that some svstem
be organised providing work for those unable to oltain
it for themselves. Unfortunatelv, this class is the less
efficient, and with the further disadvantage of difference
of race they are not alle to compete with the white man
in the labor market. The district councils in the country
have been asked, when they have a difficulty in oltaining
labor, to apply to the Superintendents of the stations for
same,

ABoRrIGINES’ CurLpren’s TraiNing Act, 1923,

The administration of this Act has been temporarily
sugpended owing to native sentiment being opposed to it.
The Superintendent of the Koonibba Mission Station
regrets this. There has been no objection made to the
Act by the aborizines at Koonibba. T recommend that in
cases where the parents are willing the children should be
taken for training in accordance with the Act, also any
orphan children.

Porice OFFICERS.
I wish to express my appreciation of the work done by
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and protecting them from unscrupulous white mnen. They
find the clauses in the [icensing Act, 1915, dealing with
aborigines helpful in minimising the drink evil,

Cr rsus.

This has been completed for the State. The numbers
of aborigines are-—Full-bloods, 3,941 : half-castes, 1,166 ;
total, 5,107,

Point Pearce~-Births, 10 half-castes; deaths, 5 hali-
castes.

Point Mc¢Leay.—Births, 1 full-blood, 6 half-castes;
deaths, 2 full-bloods. 9 half-castes.

Koonibla.—-Births, 3 full-bloods, 7 half-castes; deaths,
4 full-bloods, 1 half-caste.

The expenditure and receipts of the depurtment for the
year are as follows —

EXPENDITURE,
Head Office— £ s d £ s d.

Salaries ...........ciiiiiienn 816 8 10
Provisions, blankets, clothing,

medical expenses, transport, &c. 3,798 6 8
Advisory Council of Aborigines,

Printing, stationery, and allow-

ance to secretary ............ 63 14 10
——e 4,668 10 4
Point Pearce Station—
Salaries and wages ............. 5,476 3 6
Implements, stock, stores, &ec... .. 5019 18 o
— 11,396 1 6
Point McLeay Stalion—
Salaries and wages ............. 3,203 17 8
Implements, stock, stores, &c. ... 4,780 9 §
Rent of sections................ 4115 9
8,035 2 10
Total . ..... — £24,099 14 8
- ]

The total expenditure ig £142 10s. more than the previous twelve
months.

RECEIPTS. £ s d.

From sales of produce, &c., Point Pearce Station 11,814 15 0
From sales of produce, &c., Point McLeay Station 4,745 19 7

Refund of advances to aboriginesfor rail fares, &c. 155 14 10
Sales of property .......cciiiiiiiiieeainaes 20 0 0
Total receipts «....ovvevivniiennann £16,736 9 5
e

This amount shows an increase of £1,035 8s. 1d. on lagt year.



7

REckrpTs—continned.
£ w d.
Total expenditure .............cooivuin... 24,009 14 8
Less total receipts ............coiiiiiiinan, 16,736 9 5

Cost of aborigines to South Australian Gowvern-
ment tor 12 months ended June 30th, 1924, . 7,363 6 3

I have , &c.,
F. GARNETT, Chief Protector of Aboriginals.
The Hon. Commissioner of Public Works.

POINT PEARCE ABORIGINAL STATION.

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
JUNE 30tH, 1924.

8 s d £ s d
T'o Salary of superintendent and

BHOIEKeeper «...ccovvuiriiiaass 476 10 7
Wages of aboriginals and white
laborers .......ociviniiennnn 4,378 16 11
— 4,836 7 6
Rations for aboriginals ......... 429 2 4
School books tor aboriginal children 510 8
—_— 43413 0
Head office salaries and expenses. . — 04 13 4
Depreciation—
Furniture .........ccoiviinen 514 3
Implements, tools, &. ...... 24 0 4
Harness ..............cc0.0, 169 7 7
— 189 2 2
Net profit brought forward...... 3602 2 6
Add net profit for year.......... 1,004 19 1
——— 4,607 1 7
£10,180 17 7
£ sd £ s d.
By Store ...iieieiiiiiiiiiiinaian - 4711 7
Farm account—Wheat and other
produce .........oceiineninn — 4,660 9 6
Rent ovvnnninnnnininnnnnnnns — 103 19 1
Stock accounts—
Horses .......ccvvevnvnnnnns 17 0 0
Cattle .....oovinvevinnnnnnne 711 19 8
Pigs oo vvvverneninrennncnenns 126 0 0
Sheep ....ovviviniirinninnnns 563 6 6
— 1,418 6 2
Meat oovvvernrereruironansecnss — 38 8 9
Net profit, from 1916 to 1923,
brought forward ............ — 3602 2 6
£10,180 17 7
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BALANCE-SHEET AS AT JUNEK 30Tn, 1924.

LIABILITIES. £ s d £ wd

H.M. Government account ......... — 11,678 15 ¢

Capital account «.....oovvniiiiln -— 11,362 9 5

Sundry creditors ...l — 528 9 2
Net profit for year ................ 1,004 19 1
Add net profit brought forward...... 3,602 2 ¢

_— 4,607 1 7

£28,176 15 8

ASSETS, £ s d. £ . od.
Station buildings ................. 9,170 0 0
Improvements ................. .. 5910 0 0
——— 15,080 0 0
Implements, vehicles, &e. .......... 1,434 8 3
Furniture .........oviiiiiiiiann, 108 11 1
Hamess «........ocoviiiiiiiinnn, 216 3 6
— 1,759 2
Sundry debtors ............ ... — 47 4 ¢
Stocks on hand—
[ 703 - S 923 11 10
Wheat ..o, 40 15 4
OBES e 2617 5
Hay ..o 1,710 0 ¢
Cornsacks ...........cciiiiin. 5 00
Woolpacks ...............oool 26 11 3
Digg feed barley ................ 4 6 0
Binder twine ........... ... 912 0
Bricks «..ouuiin i 5 0 0
Time ... ... i 710 0
Sheep dip ........... ..ol 8 4 0
Fencing posts and standards...... 2710 0
Share farmers seed and super...... 562 6 8
Livestock—
Horses ........covevvinivnn.n 1,245 0 0
Cattle ..........ivvevinn., 1,190 0 0
Sheep .......... .. ...l 5,413 10 0
Pigs oo 8 0 0
—_—— 11,290 8 4

£28,176 15 8

These statements do not include any charge for interest on capital
expenditure or rent for land comprising the station.

The above balance-sheet and accounts have heen examined, and
in my opinion are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and
correct view of the transactions and the state of aflairs of the
institution,

W. E. ROGERS, Auditor-General.

September 27th, 1024,
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POINT McLEAY ABORIGINAL STATION.

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
JUNE 30tH, 1924,

To Farm account, dairy and other

produce
Horses
Rations for aboriginals
School
children

Salary of Superintendent

for

books

Wages of aboriginals and white

laborers

Depreciation—

Furniture

...................

Implements, vehicles. &e. .....

Harness

Head office salaries and expenses. .

Rent

Net 'oss from 1915 to 1923 brought

forward

Mats and baskets
Net loss for year

Add net loss brought forward... 23,265 7 0

........................

........................

.........................

£ e d £ s d

— 607 16 ©

— 27 0 0
473 17 9
7 6 2

——— 481 3 11
276 0 0
2,950 2 11

— 3,226 2 11
610 6
7117 6
71111

85 19 16

—_ 94 13 4

— 41 16 9

— 23266 7 0

£27,819 18 3

£ s d £ a d

—_ 738 6 6

— 9 13 3
353 16 11
65 4 0
309 10 10

—————— 72811 9

-— 1 8 9
3,006 11 0

26,260 18 0

£27,819 18 3

BALANCE-SHEET AS AT JUNE 30r=, 1924,

L1ABILITIES. £ s d
H.M. Government account ..........ccovvunnnn. 31,676 7 7
Sundry creditors .. ...oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 30310 6
Capital ACCOUNt ot virreviirriirroinarsenanes 6,660 6 4
£37,5619 4 &5
Assprs, £ s d £ & d
Station buildings .......... ieeeas 4,499 1 3
Improvements .............. 000t 2,03¢ 111
- 6,633 3 2
Farniture ........voviivneneninne, 123 17 ¢
Implements, vehicles, &o. .......... 646 17 8
Hamess ..........coiivinnnnnenn a8 7 7
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AssETs—continued.

Stocks on hand— £ 4 d
StOT® .. vviviiniitieiiiiiieranae 654 4 4
Mats and baskets ............... 1 00
Boot shop materials, &e. ........ 6 0 0
Skins ......... eses e 15 0 0
Pollard............covvinnne, 110 0
Bran......ooiiiiiiiiiieiiann 1 4 0
Barley ...ovieiiiiiiiiiiiie., 27 0 0
Chafl ......ovviireiiiiiiinnnnn. 210 0
Hay cooiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniannn, 480 0 ©
Motor spirit ....oovvviiinnn 0 40
Lime .......coiiiiviinennnnnns, 1 20
Bricks ........coociiiiiiiia, 1 00
Cement .......coonvvvninianennn 2 7 8
Fencing posts .........oveuunn.n 5 0 0
Galvanized and barbed fencing wire 18610 0
Rabbit-proof fencing............. 16 9 7
Timber........ovevviviinnnennnns 10 6 10
Galvanized iron ................ 22 18 7
Guattering ..........o00nvennn.n 110 ¢
Livestock—

Horses ........ccovvvvvvnenas 273 0 0
Cattle ....c.cooviiviieiinnen 1,922 0 o0
Sheep .....ciiiiiiiiiiiiit, 2456 2 0
Pigs v.oooiiiiiii i 161 0 0
— 3,866 18 10

Sundry debtors ..........o0aiilL. — 19 1 8

Net loss for year ................. 3,006 11 0

.-Add net loss brought forward........ 23,266 7 O

—_— 26,260 18 0

£37,519 4 5

These statements do not include any charge for interest on capital
expenditure or rent for land comprising the station.

The altove balance-sheet and accounts have been examined, and
in my opinion are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and
oorrect view nf the transactions and the state of affairs of the

institution.
W. F. ROGERS, Auditor-General.
September 27ih, 1924,

POINT PEARCE STATION,
June 30th, 1924.

Sir—I have the honor to present the following reyort
for the year ended June 30th, 1924 :—

Hay vest.—The returns per acre were as follows :—Wheat,
223bush. ; barlev, 1lbush.; oats, 36bush. The system
of farming on shares was continued, and after making
allowances {or share farmers the total station share was—
Wheat, 17,938bush. ; barley, 2,959bush. : oats, 59%1bush.
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making a total of station share of grain grown, 21,488hush. ;
hav grown, 457 tons ; hay now in stock, 570 tons.

Rainfall—The total rainfall was 18.63in.

Wool.—The wool clip totalled 95 bales from 3,152 sheep
and 710 lambs shorn.

Lambs.—The total number lambs tailed was 1,208, being
a percentage of 65 per cent. average.

Harvest Prospects.—We have about 2,750 acres under
crop, and it is looking well at present. With opportune
rains the prospects are good. We are experimenting with
a new type of super. which (it is claimed) will greatly
increase the vield per acre.

Water Supply.—The supy ly continues clean and abundant.
The wells and windmills have been kept in good order,
dams cleaned, and good progress made with a new dam,
and also a new well, the latter is being timbered preparatory
to erecting a windmill.

Buildirgs~In addition to maintenance work on
cottages, &c., one new stone and brick cottage and one
new wood and iron cottage have been erected. The iron
cottage is an exreriment by which we hope to improve
the housing conditions of the people.

Skilled Labor.—This is an acute problem with us, and we
have initiated a system of apprenticing boys and youths
for carpentering and mason work, By this means we hope
to improve the standard of work,

Heolth.—The general health of the natives has been fair ;
occasional outbreaks of influenza and children’s ailments
have made great demands on Mr. Roper’s time and energy.
We are greatly indebted to Mr. Roper for his untiring work
in this capacity.

We hail with pleasure the appointment of a resident
nurse by the Aborigines Friends’ Association.

Religious,—Services are held twice on each Sunday,
together with Sunday School sessions. The attendances
are very good indeed. Mr. Roper and myself usually
supply the Sunday evening service.

The Aboriginal Friends’ Association appointed the Rev.
W. Owen as Resident Missioner, but after six months’
residence Mr. Owen resigned, and the local religious bodies
have again taken up the work.

Miss Roper continues to act as organist for the church
services, and also as organist and teacher in the Sunday
School, and her help is invaluable.

Several native girl teachers show great promise in the
Sunday school,
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Staff —My staff of officers are both loyal and proficient,
and have rendered splendid service during the year.
I have, &ec.,

W. R. PENHALL, Sperintendent.
The Chief Protector of Aboriginals, Adelaide.

POINT McLEAY ABORIGINAL STATION.
July 31st, 1924,

Sir—TI have the honor to submit the following report for
the year ended June 30th, 1924 :—

We have had a very successful year on the station, the
men, women, boys, and girls doing their work very well,
We still continue with success the dairy, and we are more
than pleased with the milking machines; they have been
working well. I am sure that the cows are doing quite
as well now they are milked by machines as when they
were milked by hand labor. The new oil engine, which
nas taken the place of the petrol engine, is quite a success,
and the more we use it, the better we like it,

We have a number of young heifers to come in this year,
and we are looking forward to this to see if they are any
improvement on the heifers which were brol.en in last year.
They are a very fine type of milking Shorthorn. We have
milked on an average 71 cows for the year.

Our hay crops were very good last season, and we have
a good reserve on hand should we have a dry season later
on, Thelucerneisdoing well, and we expect to get splendid
returns from the present paddocks which are sown down
with lucerne. Last year we cut 102 acres of oats for hay—
return, 102 tons; we also cut 60 tons of lucerne hay from
30 acres. The present crops are looking well and promise
good returns.

Our pigs have been a success on Point McLeay this season,
and we have been able to dispose of all the fats we could
get ready. We sold 91 fat pigs this year. We had 16
acres of field peas, which were a boon to all pigs, both young
and old. So useful did we find this class of crop that we
increased the number of acres sown this year, and we hope
still to increase again next year. Our return from 16 acres
of peas was 64 bags, and from 30 acres of Cape barley we
reaped 63 bags. We lost quite half this crop through
hailstorm.

We onlv keep enough sheep for rations, but these have
all been purchased from local people. The wool clip was
good, and we are getting splendid prices for the skins and
also for the wool.
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The firewood question is still with us, but our present
Protector is looking ahead, and we have planted this season
close on 1,000 young trees. They are sugar and vate gum
and stone pine and other trees suitable for firewood and
fencing posts, &c.. have been planted, and we hope to be
able to plant twice that number next season. The same
contractor is supplying us with firewood as last year, but
his supply is getting short.

We are having the telephone laid on to the station from
Narrung. This will fill a much needed want and will prove
a boon in cases of sickness as well as in many other cases
concerning the station.

The conduct of the natives has been fair, and for a time
were able to secure a great deal of drink, but thanks to
the constable in charge of Tailem Bend (M.C. Bourke) we
were able to sheet it home to the persons who were supplying,
and since then we have »ot had quite as much drinking on
the station. In M.C. Walsh, of Meningie, we have an officer
who is doing his best to stamp out this curse from our station.

We have had a great many cases of sickness on the
station in this last year, and had it not been for Dr. Linn
and our Missioner we would have had a great many more
deaths, and we wish to thank them for the able manner in
which they have dealt with all the cases under their care,
and when the telephone is erected the services of Dr. Linn
will be much greater to us than at present.

We also wish to thank the Chief Protector for his assis-
thance in getting onr sick natives admitted to the hospital.

The religious work is still Leing carried on by the A.F.A,,
who hive the services of Mr. H. E. Read, and he is doing
good work. We are sorry to have to report since our
last report the death of Mrs. Read, and we deeply sympathise
with Mr. Read in his sad loss. We also wish to thank the
rmembers of the Aborigines Friends’ Association, who have
visited the station from time to time, for the great help
they have given us.

We also wish to congratulate Mr. F. Garnett on being
appointed the Chief Protector of Aboriginals, in place of
the late Mr. W. G South, and we feel sure that he will
fill the position with credit to the South Austral'an Go+ern-
ment and also to himself. In Mr. Garnett the natives
have one who nan look to their various wants, and his
expert knowledge of this class of people is very valuable
to our department ; therefore we wish him every success.

Births —Eull-bloods—Males, 1; females, 0. Half-caste
—Males, 2; females, 4.
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Deaths.—Full-bloods—Males, 2; females, 6. Half-caste
-—Males, 5; females, 4.
All the officers of the station continue to prove con-
cientious workers in their several departments.
I have, &ec.,
J. B. STEER, Superintendent.
The Chief Protector of Aboriginals, Adelaide.

LUTHERAN MISSION STATION, KOONIBBA.
August 18th, 1924.

- Sir—I have the honor to respect{ully submit the following
report :—

The yvear ended June 30th, 1924, proved to be successful
from an agricultural point of view. Altout 1,800 acres
were sown, from which nearly 5,000 bags of wheat, 530 bags
of oats, and 100 tons of hay were harvested. The 370 acres
of new ground averaged approximately 15bush. and the
700 acres fallow 16bush., whereas the wheat on stublle land
was comparatively poor,

During the year a new policy was introduced, but it is
too early to make any comment. The new policy is to
reduce the wheat-growing area and to extend wool growing.
Several hundred sheep were purchased off shears, so that
with natural increase we now have 1,500 sheep. They are
doing remarkably well. We were forced to adopt this
attitude on account of the fact that we cannot depend
upon the natives. They would occasionally leave on their
periodical wanderings just when they were needed most.

For several months of this vear we had only about 110
to 120 natives at the station, a fair number having {ound
employment at Thevenard, the new deep sea port, and
others taking on scrub cutting down the line. Now,
however, most of them have returned.

We had expected that the new Act of Parliament con-
cerning native children would have been put into o} eration
immediately. 1t is only too evident that something must
be done for the benefit and welfare of these children. The
prineij le underlying this Act is sound. We try to give
the children a fair education, but when they leave school
they are, by force of circumstances, allowed to drift. In
our humtble opinion the State should extend a helying
hand to the rising generation and take them out of their
environment into a different atmosphere. Only then will
they to an appreciable extent embrace the ‘ways of the
white man.
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Statistics.—During the 12 months there were 10 Lirths,
three full-bloods and seven half-castes and five deaths,
four full-bloods and one half-caste. The health of the
natives was good in general.

Our teacher, Mr. Bode, has 59 children in school, where
thev receive secular and religious training, Besides, there
are several classes of yvoung peo; le receiving instruction in
religion.

We were very {ortunate in obtaining the services of Nurse
Semmler as matron of the Children’s Home. Her services
are highly appreciated also by the natives, esyeciallv since
we are 25 miles {rom the nearest medical officer. 1t would
he of benefit to the natives if a qualified medical j ractitioner
were appointed by the Government.

I have, &ec.,
C. HOFF, Superintendent.

The Chiel Protector of Aboriginals, Adelaide.

Police Inspector's Office, Port Augusta,
July 28th, 1924.

Sir—I have the honor to submit my annual rejport on
the condition and general conduct of the aboriginal natives
in the Far Northern Division for the year ended June 30th,
1924,

The health of the natives generally has been good,
although influenza and lung complaints have been prevalent
amongst some of the tribes, and have been responsible for
the deaths recorded in some cases, while a great many
succumbed to the dreaded venereal diseases.

There are about 100 sboriginals in the Mungeranie
district, and those in need of assistance are supplied with
rations, &c., and the able-bodied natives are induced to
accept employment on the cattle stations, and the more
energetic of them earn good money at times, which, in
most cases, is a{terwards spent foolishly and not put to
good account,

At the Innamincka depot there is an average of ahout
30 natives receiving (Glovernment rations, and 15 able-
able bodied native males and females are employed on the
station. The general condition of the natives in the Marree
district has been satisfactory, nearly all the Young men
are kert in constant emylovment and well paid; only the
old and infirm alboriginals receive Government assistance.
The constalle at M.arree advocates Government control
of “ aboriginal emrloyment,” and considers that there
should be a standard wage. He strongly favors the system
at present in operation in Queensland.
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There are about 150 natives living at the various sidings
along the East-West railway. The majority of these
originally came from the N.usgrave Ranges when the
railway was in course of construction. The old and {eeble
ones are supplied with rations, &c., from the depot at
Ooldea.

There are no circumstances associated with the natives
in any other part of the division calling for s;.ecial mention
or attention. The stores providad by the Government
satisfy the wants in most cases of those entitled to them.
The full-blooded natives, if allowed to live their primitive
manner of life and protected from the vices of others,
would be havpy and contented, but the race is fast disap-
pearing. With further develo,ment of the pastoral areas,
accompanied by an increase of white po;ulation, will
hasten their complete and inevitalle extinction.. In the
place of the pure bred and inoffensive native we will have
the half-caste and mixed iloods to deal with, whose
standard of morality is considerably lower than the yure
bred Australian aboriginal.

On the 14th February last, at Marree, an aboriginal
was murdered by a half-caste named Gus klliott, who was
subsequentlv found guiltv of manslaughter at the Criminal
Sessions held at Port Augusta in M.arch last, and sentenced
to 12 months’ imprisonment. At the Criminal Sessions
held at Port Augusta on the 8th July, 192{, Wallace
Nicholson (half-caste) received a sentence of 12 months’
imprisonment for bestiality. The offence took {lace at
Oodnadatta. Other offences recorded against aboriginals
during the year have been as follows :—Breach Licensing
Act, 18, and drunkenness, 2. Nine persons were convicted
for supplying liquor to aboriginals.

During the year 21 aboriginals have been treated at the
Port Augusta Hos ital, 18 were discharged either cured
or partly so, and three died at the institution. I would
like to avail mvseli of this opjortunity to bring under
your notice the care and attention given the natives by
Dr. Symons while inmates of the hospital. The secretary
and nursing staff are also deserving of praise for their
untiring care and treatment of the natives while under
their charge. ]

Births,—Full-bloods—Males, 16; females, 11. Half-
bloods.—M.ales, 12 ; {emales, 9.

Denths —Full-bloods—i ales, 21; females, 10. Half-
bloods—Males, 4 ; females, 2.

I have, &c.,
P. A. GILES, Inspector.
The Chief Protector of Aborigines. Adelaide.



